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Homeschooling in Kentucky 

A homeschool student is one whom the family has withdrawn from public school pursuant to KRS 

159.030 and chosen to educate through a private or home setting. Section 5 of the Kentucky 

Constitution establishes that parents may choose the formal education for their child.  Over thirty years 

ago, the Supreme Court of Kentucky determined that the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE) 

may not prescribe standards for homeschooling. Kentucky classifies homeschools as non-public 

schools. Therefore, the laws relating to non-public schools also apply to home schools.   

 

KDE does not accredit or certify homeschools and does not provide any financial assistance.  

However, KDE desires to provide accurate and thorough information about requirements that pertain 

to the establishment and daily operation of a homeschool.  

 

 

Homeschool Requirements 
 

Parents of children who are homeschooled are required to do the following: 

1. Notify the superintendent of the local school board in writing within ten days of the beginning 

of the school year of their intent to homeschool their child(ren) each year they homeschool. The 

letter must include the name, ages and residence of each child in attendance of the homeschool. 

KRS 159.160  

 

2. Establish a bonafide school for the children to attend. When informing the district 

superintendent of your desire to homeschool, create a ‘school’ name. This will be used for 

future records and diplomas. (A sample letter is included on the last page of this packet.) 

 

3. In Kentucky, under state law, all children must be enrolled in school between the ages of 6 and 

16. If a child is six by October 1, he or she MUST be enrolled in primary school.  Children can 

begin primary school at age five, but only if their 5th birthday is on or before October 1 of the 

current school year. A 4-year-old who will turn five by October 1 can enroll in primary school. 

KRS 159.010 

 

4. Record and maintain scholarship reports of each student's progress in all subjects taught at the 

same intervals as the local public schools KRS 159.040.  KDE suggests that the person 

responsible for instruction keep a portfolio that contains samples of the best work done by each 

child in several areas of study and maintain the portfolio each year the student is 

homeschooled. This may be of assistance in documenting the existence of the homeschool or 

the transfer of the child to another educational setting. A record of courses taken and grades 

received is also necessary. 

 

5. Keep accurate attendance records of pupil attendance. The attendance records can be kept in a 

notebook, on a computer, or in another manner but must be readily available in case of an 

inquiry. KRS 159.040. The minimum school term is 1062 instructional hours in no less than 

170 student attendance days. 

 

http://www.lrc.state.ky.us/krs/159-00/160.pdf
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/Statutes/statute.aspx?id=41803
http://www.lrc.state.ky.us/krs/159-00/040.pdf
http://www.lrc.state.ky.us/krs/159-00/040.pdf
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6. Subjects taught should include reading, writing, spelling, grammar, history, mathematics, 

science, and civics. KRS 158.080, KRS 156.160. It is the parents’ right to offer other subjects 

as well.  

 

7. It is required that all core instruction be offered in the English language. 

 

Other Information: 

1. The parent is responsible providing the curriculum and the instructional materials for 

children being homeschooled.  

 

The responsibility for the education of the homeschooled child is borne completely by 

the guardians. The guardians select the curriculum and educational materials. There are 

many websites devoted to curriculum and instructions for home school families.  

 

2. Students from non-accredited/non-certified private schools or homeschools do not receive a 

diploma recognized by the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE).  

 

It is the responsibility of the homeschool to issue a diploma to the student. Although 

homeschools operate legally under Kentucky statutory law, the KDE has limited 

governance over the establishment of such schools or their day-to-day operations. 

Because of this, the KDE does not issue diplomas to, or officially recognize homeschool 

diplomas. It is important to note that homeschools cannot seek traditional accreditation. 

Homeschools will not be found on the Kentucky list of certified schools. Unless a 

homeschooling family functions as a satellite classroom for an accredited/certified 

school, other schools or agencies may require documentation or other verification before 

accepting homeschool diplomas.  

 

Some homeschooled children take the General Education Development (GED®) exam to 

obtain a standard credential after turning 18. Other college-bound home school graduates 

take the SAT or ACT tests. 

 3.  Extracurricular activities sponsored by the public school: 

 

State law only requires the public school district to allow opportunity for a student to 

participate in extracurricular activities if the student is enrolled in the public school 

district. Some districts are willing to allow home schools to participate, but this is 

decided by individual school districts.  

   

4.  No Pass/No Drive for homeschooled students is the same as for students attending public       

schools (KRS 186.440). 

 

For further information, contact 502-564-4772 

Website: http://education.ky.gov/school/pages/no-pass-no-drive.aspx 

http://www.lrc.state.ky.us/krs/158-00/080.pdf
http://www.lrc.state.ky.us/krs/156-00/160.pdf
http://www.lrc.state.ky.us/krs/186-00/440.pdf
http://education.ky.gov/school/pages/no-pass-no-drive.aspx
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5.  Enrolling/re-enrolling in public schools (recognition of credits): 

When students who previously attended a homeschool or non-certified secondary school (any 

private school not certified pursuant to KRS 156.160(3)) desires to enroll in a public school, the 

local public school district is responsible for proper placement and awarding credits for the 

non-certified private school. 

If the student does not hold a properly certified transcript, the schools may place the students 

using one of two methods: 

1. Pass a similar examination given to other students receiving credit for the course. 

2. Student must attain a “C” average in the course by the 12th week of school. 

Those courses successfully completed by examination or performance shall be counted toward 

minimum high school graduation requirements in the local school district. KRS 158.140 

 

Resources: 

 Kentucky Core Academic Standards - if you choose to follow these standards, they are found 

here: http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/docs/pages/kentucky-core-academic-standards---

new.aspx 

 

 KDE certifies two e-schools offered through Kentucky public schools. The state also certifies 

the diplomas they provide: 

 

Barren Academy of Virtual and Expanded Learning (BAVEL) 

Contact: Phillip Napier  

Telephone: 270-670-3739 or 270-670-3301 

Website: http://www.bavel.org/ 

  

Jefferson County e-School 

Contact: Artie Dietz or Amber Merrifield  

Telephone: 502-485-7800 

Website:  www.jefferson.k12.ky.us/Programs/eSchool/index.html 

 

 KDE District and School Directory: http://openhouse.education.ky.gov/Directory  

 

 KDE contact information for non-public schools and homeschools: 

Contact:  Neil Watts or Julie Lovely 

 Telephone: (502)564-3791 

E-mails:  Neil.watts@education.ky.gov or Julie.lovely@education.ky.gov 
 

http://www.lrc.state.ky.us/krs/156-00/160.pdf
http://www.lrc.state.ky.us/krs/158-00/140.pdf
http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/docs/pages/kentucky-core-academic-standards---new.aspx
http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/docs/pages/kentucky-core-academic-standards---new.aspx
mailto:%20phillip.napier@barren.kyschools.us
http://www.bavel.org/
mailto:%20artie.dietz@jefferson.kyschools.us
mailto:%20amber.merrifield@jefferson.kyschools.us
http://www.jefferson.k12.ky.us/Programs/eSchool/index.html
http://openhouse.education.ky.gov/Directory
mailto:Neil.watts@education.ky.gov
mailto:Julie.lovely@education.ky.gov
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Sample Letter of Intent to Homeschool 

Mr. and Mrs. Jones      

123 Your Street 

Your Town, KY 00000 

Today’s date, 2014  

    

Superintendent Name 

Your County Schools 

123 Schools’ Street. 

Your Town, KY 40000 

 

Dear (Superintendent Name): 

 

This letter is to inform you that we will be homeschooling our children during the 2014-2015 

academic school year. Below is a list of our school age children and information about our school. 

 

Name      Age 

1. Jonny Jones   14 

2. Jimmy Jones   12 

3. Jessica Jones   10 

4. Joy Jones   8 

 

School will take plane in our home. 

 

Name of homeschool: (You will create your homeschool name). 

 

Names of parents/teachers: 

 Jack and Jenny Jones 

 123 Your Street 

Your Town, KY 00000   

(Optional phone number) 

 

Sincerely, 

Jack Jones 

Jenny Jones 

 

 

*** PLEASE NOTE: It is best to send this letter via certified mail, preferably 10 days before school 

begins and no later than 2 weeks after the beginning of the public school year.  It is acceptable to send 

the letter later in the school year if you start to home school mid-year or if you move into the area mid-

term. In either case, be prompt. 


